EXCITING NEW FUNDING OPPORTUNITY!
Mini-grants of $500 are now available for groups interested in
organizing public events that share the power and diversity of the
Hearing Voices movement in the USA.
We are interested in hearing from
individuals and organizations who have
ideas for a project or event that will tap
into the interests and needs of their own
community, while also raising awareness of
and building interest in the Hearing Voices
Movement in the USA. Help this exciting
approach get better known in your area!

For more information about the
Hearing Voices Movement, and
how to apply for these minigrants see the reverse side of
this flyer. Applications are due
by March 30th, 2018.

Hearing Voices Network look like in your community? How have hearing voices, seeing visions, and

your experiences? What does your region need to develop useful supports and fuller understanding?

What does the Hearing Voices movement mean to you? What might the presence of the

other similar experiences affected your life? What would help others to better understand

Instructions: Grant applications will be accepted from groups or individuals with an idea for a project or event that
will help raise awareness about the experience of hearing voices (seeing visions, etc.) and to raise awareness about
the Hearing Voices Movement. Creativity is welcome, and can include art, storytelling, community dialogues, panel
discussions, speakers, and more. Potential venues include colleges, libraries, spiritual communities, veterans’
organizations and beyond! Funds can be used as a primary budget or combined with other money for larger events.
Successful applicants will also receive support (brainstorming outreach ideas, paying bills related to the grant,
considering next steps after the event has taken place, etc.) through the Western Massachusetts Recovery Learning
Community in implementing their idea. All applications are due by March 30, 2018. If funds remain, additional
proposals may be considered on a rolling basis after this date. All applicants should answer the following questions
in their application (which should not exceed three pages in length):
1. Are you applying as an individual or as a part of a group?
2. Tell us more about yourself/your group and your connection to hearing voices and/or the Hearing Voices
Movement.

3. How would you describe the mission of the project or event you are proposing?
4. Please offer further details about what you are proposing, including the main activities and anticipated location.
5. What is your timeline for this proposal? (How much time you need to prepare, conduct outreach, host the event,
etc.)

6. What difference do you believe this project/event will make in your community?
7. What resources, skills, or strengths do you have that will help you carry out this plan? (e.g., access to other
people who can help, a wide network for outreach, past experience organizing events, etc.)
8. What are some of the barriers to successful completion of your plan? (e.g,. lack of awareness in your area,
difficulty finding space, lack of time, etc.)
9. How will you spend the $500 from the mini-grant? (Please be as detailed as possible, and include information
about any other funds you may have available to support this project.)
10. What support will you need from us to be successful with your plan? (Please note: While some support is
available, it is limited by distance, funds, and time available, and in most instances, you will be expected to take
the lead on tasks unless we make a mutual agreement otherwise.)
Contact Caroline Mazel-Carlton at Caroline@westernmassrlc.org for submissions or questions.

About Hearing Voices: For the past 25 years, the Hearing Voices Network (HVN), an international
collaboration of professionals, people with lived experience, and their families, friends, and allies has worked
to develop an alternative approach to coping with voices, visions, and other extreme states that is empowering
and useful and does not start from the assumption of chronic illness (see www.hearing-voices.org,
www.hearingvoicesusa.org, www. intervoiceonline.org). A large body of scientiﬁc research now provides
support for key aspects of this approach, and the hundreds of peer-support groups that have developed in
30 countries on 5 continents are enabling voice hearers – even those who have been regarded as chronically
disabled – to learn to cope more effectively, integrate their experiences, and diminish the impact of voices
they ﬁnd distressing. Hearing Voices peer-support groups offer a safe place for people to feel accepted and
comfortable sharing their experiences of voices, visions, tactile sensations, and unusual beliefs and
perceptions. People meet together to offer help and support, to exchange information, and to learn from one
another. Groups also offer an opportunity for people to accept and “live with voices” in a way that enables
them to regain a sense of personal empowerment.
These mini-grants are being offered through a collaboration between the Foundation for Excellence in Mental Health Care,
Mount Holyoke College, and the Western Massachusetts Recovery Learning Community.

